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The history and system of the World Federation for Ultrasound in Medicine and
Biology (WFUMB), as well as the Asian Federation of Societies for Ultrasound
in Medicine and Biology (AFSUMB), are described briefly. WFUMB combines six
area federations throughout the world, and consists of approximately 50,000 members
from 50 countries, while AFSUMB is the largest area federation affiliated with
WFUMB, consisting of approximately 17,000 members from 12 countries in Asia.
A further increase in the number of members and the number of affiliated societies
is expected with the advancement of ultrasound technology and the distribution of

machines.

(J Med Ultrasound 2001;9:167-175)
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INTRODUCTION

The World Federation for Ultrasound in Medicine
and Biology (WFUMB) is a federation organized
by six area federations from around the world,
consisting of approximately 50,000 members from
50 countries. The Asian Federation of Societies for
Ultrasound in Medicine and Biology (AFSUMB) is
the largest federation in WFUMB, consisting of
approximately 17,000 members from 12 countries
in Asia. A few new societies are expected to join
the federation in 2001.

A quarter of a century for WFUMB, while one
and a half decades for AFSUMB, have now elapsed
since they were established. The pioneers concerned
with setting them up are now retiring one by one,
and the leadership is being taken over by members
of younger generations. With the lapse of time, the

process of how the organizations were established, -

as well as the original aim and spirit of the federations,
has not always been understood correctly, even by
the young leaders. This is why the author wishes
to contribute here a history of the federations from
his point of view.

A large part of this review article has already
been published in Japanese in the Journal of Medical
Ultrasonics, the official organ of the Japan Society
of Ultrasonics in Medicine (JSUM) [1]. For the
present occasion, the author has rewritten the paper
in English at the request of Journal of Medical
Ultrasound (JMU), the official organ of AFSUMB.

WORLD FEDERATION FOR ULTRASOUND
IN MEDICINE AND BioLocy (WFUMB)

It is well known that diagnostic ultrasound (US)
originated almost simultaneously in three areas in
the world — the United States, Europe and Japan
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had been strictly maintained, AFSUMB including
USI could not be affiliated to WFUMB including
ISMU.

Therefore, the author, who was the Secretary of
AFSUMB for that term, had to become involved in
the matter. In the summer of 1990, he visited New
Delhi and Bombay with a proposal that both societies
would be joined in an organization to be called
“Indian Federation for Societies of Ultrasound in
Medicine and Biology” (IFSUMB), which could be
affiliated to AFSUMB as a national body from
India. ISMU accepted the proposal immediately,
while USI initially presented some difficulties and
then failed to follow up with correspondence
thereafter. Ultimately, what happened was that ISMU
only changed its name to IFSUMB. Nevertheless,
AFSUMB, which had somehow resolved both the
“China-Taiwan problem” and the “Indian problem”,
was officially affiliated to WFUMB on January 1,
1992, as the largest federation in that body.

The “Pakistan problem” was much more
complicated. From this country, two different societies
having the same name, “Ultrasound Society of
Pakistan” (USP), requested to be affiliated to
AFSUMB almost simultaneously. One of them was
a group led by Dr. Musarat Hasan in Karachi, while
the other was a group led by Professor Saad Rana

in Islamabad. Moreover, both groups had received
formal recognition from the Pakistan government
in the same way. AFSUMB had no alternative but
to watch and wait. The problem was finally
automatically solved due to the inactivity of the
Islamabad group nearly 10 years later. USP, with
Dr. Hasan as its President, recently joined
AFSUMB.

The situation in the Philippines was an example
contradicting another basic policy of AFSUMB, as
well as WFUMB, that: “An affiliated society should
not consist of only one specialty”. The “Ultrasound
Society of Philippines”, which first made an
application for affiliation to AFSUMB, was a section
of a radiology society, in which membership was
restricted to radiologists. Another society, the
“Philippine Society of Ultrasound in Clinical
Medicine” (PSUCM), which included different
specialties, was therefore affiliated, although the
majority of its leaders were gynecologists.

At present, the 12 US societies shown in Table
6 are affiliated with AFSUMB. In addition, other
national bodies from Mongolia, Cambodia and
Vietnam, for example, are now being discussed in
terms of potential affiliation. It is thus expected that
the number of countries in Asia who are represented
in AFSUMB will increase in the near future.

Table 6. Affiliated societies and membership of AFSUMB

Affiliated society Office 1999 Members
Japan Society of Ultrasonics in Medicine (JSUM) Tokyo 10,136
Chinese Taipei Society of Ultrasound in

Medicine (CTSUM) Taipei 4,811
Korean Society of Medical Ultrasound (KSMU) Seoul 1,050
Society of Ultrasound in Medicine of Chinese

Medical Association (SUMCHA) Beijing 293
Medical Ultrasound Society of Singapore (MUSS) Singapore 205
Medical Ultrasonic Society of Thailand (MUST) Bangkok 180
Malaysian Society of Ultrasound in Medicine (MSUM) Kuala Lumpur 165
Indonesian Society of Ultrasound in Medicine (ISUM) Jakarta 140
Indian Federation of Ultrasound in Medicine and

Biology (IFUMB) Mumbai 120
Ultrasound Society of Pakistan (USP) Karachi 102
Bangladesh Society of Ultrasonography (BSU) Dhaka 100
Philippine Society of Ultrasound in Clinical

Medicine (PSUCM) Manila 50

Total 17,352
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CONCLUSION

Although there are many international medical
organizations, the author is not aware of any
organization other than WFUMB with a design plan
on such a grand scale that the whole world is
covered by six area federations, each consisting of
many national bodies. Drawing up a design is easy,
but it is astonishing that this design has already been
realized and is very active.

It is being revealed, however, that there is a
dissociation of needs for the federations among
the various countries, with the increase in the
number of affiliated societies. The main interest
is in the exchange of information on new
technologies in the developed countries, while an
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urgent need for machines and education is noticed
in the developing countries. The current most
important task for WFUMB and AFSUMB must
be how to respond to these varied demands
appropriately and in time.
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